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a. Course description: 
A third level (PhD) “reading course” does not involve any teaching and typically only has 
one or a few participants taking part in the course. A reading course for 7,5 credits 
should cover an ambitious and demanding reading material, which exact page number 
can vary depending on then nature of texts (i.e., heavy dominance of research articles). 
The Department of Sociology offer reading courses to its PhD students on areas that 
cover either a specific topic of high relevance for the PhD thesis, or a specific area of 
research expertise in the Department. This course belongs to the latter category. 
 

b. Course Details, Assessment, Grades:  
This course is offered by Bo Isenberg upon demand as a reading course on the readings 
listed under D, below. There is no teaching. The course is examined on the basis of written 
works totalling (in English) 10-15 pages. The grades for the course are awarded as Pass or 
Fail. To receive a Pass, the student must fulfil the learning outcomes specified for the course 
and demonstrate an independent, reflective, well-informed and critical relationship to the 
issues presented in the course 
 

c. Learning outcomes: 
By the end of the course the student should be able to: 
1) Summarize the main outlines of the research field covered in the reading material 
2) Critically examine contributions to the relevant research field 
3) Apply some of the ideas in the literature to a research problem 
 

d. Course literature suggestions:  
Abrutyn, Seth, and Omar Lizardo (2021) Handbook of Classical Sociological Theory. 
Springer International Publishing. 
 
Connell, R. W. (1997) “Why Is Classical Theory Classical”, in American Journal of 
Sociology 102 (6). 
 
Durkheim, Émile 2001 [1912], The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 35-46, 310-324. 
 
Durkheim, Émile 2016 [1917]. The Division of Labor in Society. In Social Theory Re-
Wired (pp. 16-39). Routledge. 
 
Durkheim, Émile 1992 [1957], Professional Ethics and Civic Morals. London: 

Routledge, pp. 55-64 (Civic morals, continued). 



   

Marx, Karl (1) (1844) “Estranged Labour”, in Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts 
of 1844. 
 
Marx, Karl (2) (1845) “Feuerbach” in The German Ideology (1845). 
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Simmel, Georg "The Number of Members as Determining the Sociological Form of the 
Group. American Journal of Sociology, 8 (1902), 1–46  
 
Simmel, Georg (1950/1964). The Sociology of Georg Simmel. Translated, edited and 
with an introduction by Kurt H. Wolff. New York: The Free Press. 
 
Weber, Max (1958) [1915] Religious Rejections of the World and Their Directions, From 
Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, ed. Hans Gerth and C. Wright Mills, Oxford UP, pp. 
323–358. 
 
Weber, Max (2011). The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
 
 
 
 


