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Question 1: Reflexive Modernisation (300-700 words):

The concept of reflexive modernisation suggests that modern society must become self-critical and adapt to address
environmental challenges. Explain what distinguishes reflexive (second) modernity from simple (first) modernity, and analyse
how reflexive modernisation relates to environmental governance and problem-solving. Drawing on course materials, discuss
the role of citizen participation, trust in institutions, and acknowledgement of scientific uncertainty in reflexive modernisation.
Use concrete examples to illustrate your arguments.
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2 Question 2: Sustainable Development (300-700 words):
Sustainable development is a contested concept that can be interpreted in multiple ways. Drawing on course materials,
explain different approaches to understanding sustainable development and the tensions between economic, social, and
environmental sustainability. Discuss how different ideological perspectives (such as ecological modernisation versus other
approaches) shape environmental policy solutions. What are the strengths and weaknesses of different sustainability
frameworks? Use specific examples to support your analysis.
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3 Question 3: Social Construction (300-700 words):
Public discourse often refers to "risk groups," such as young people, immigrants, or other specific demographic groups.
Critically examine how this framing may constitute a social construction. Discuss what consequences this framing might have
for how problems are understood and addressed, and analyse alternative ways in which the issues could have been
constructed. Support your analysis with theoretical concepts and relevant examples.
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