socb34 dk1 251202

Write an essay answer of 300-600 words.

Environmental problems are often described as socially constructed. Explain what this means and why it matters for
environmental sociology and policy. Discuss how power relations, cultural values, and institutional structures shape which
environmental issues receive attention and how they are addressed. Does recognising the social construction of

environmental problems mean they are not real or urgent? Use specific examples and the course readings to illustrate your
arguments.
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Write an essay answer of 300-600 words:

Risk assessment and risk society are central concepts in environmental sociology. Explain what characterises contemporary
environmental risks compared to traditional risks, and analyse why risk assessments are not simply rational, neutral, or
objective processes. How do trust dynamics and reflexive modernisation relate to environmental risk management? Use
specific examples and the course readings to illustrate your arguments.
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Write an essay answer of 300-600 words:

Environmental sociology challenges the dualistic separation of nature and society. Drawing on course materials, critically
analyse how the nature-society relationship has been conceptualised in environmental sociology. Discuss the strengths and
weaknesses of both dualist and holistic approaches, and explain how these conceptualisations matter for understanding and
addressing contemporary environmental problems. Use specific examples and the course readings to illustrate your
arguments.
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