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SOCN10 251202 

Uppgift Totalpoäng Uppgiftstyp 

1 5 Essä 

2 5 Essä 

3 5 Essä 

1 Write an essay answer of 400-800 words: 
The concept of "governance" extends far beyond formal government policy to encompass 
markets, civil society, informal institutions, and everyday practices. Yet the very idea that 
sustainability transitions can be "governed" or "managed" has been challenged by critical 
scholars. What does it mean to govern socio-technical change? What are the possibilities and 
limits of steering transitions toward sustainability? How do different governance approaches 
embody different assumptions about power, knowledge, and democracy? Illustrate with one or 
more examples related to systems of provision (e.g. food, energy, transport etc.). 

Totalpoäng: 5 

Write an essay answer of 400-800 words. 
Sustainability challenges are frequently described as "wicked problems" embedded in "complex 
adaptive systems." Unpack these characterisations: What makes a problem "wicked" rather than 
merely difficult? What distinguishes "complex" systems from "complicated" ones? Why do these 
distinctions matter for how we understand and respond to sustainability challenges? Use 
concrete examples from the course to illustrate your arguments. 

Totalpoäng: 5 

Write an essay answer of 400-800 words. 
Grassroots innovations - community-supported agriculture, repair cafés, local energy 
cooperatives - often emerge as alternatives to mainstream sustainability approaches promoted 
by governments and corporations. Compare these two pathways to change. What are their 
respective strengths and limitations? Under what conditions might each be more or less 
effective? How do questions of power, participation, and scaling play out differently in grassroots 
versus mainstream approaches? 

Totalpoäng: 5 
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