Department of Sociology
Lund University

ON CONCEPTS

7.5 credit PhD course, Fall semester 2026

Instructors and examiners

Bo Isenberg, Chares Demetriou
bo.isenberg@soc.lu.se, charalambos.demetriou@soc.lu.se

Guest lectures by Carl-Goran Heidegren, Helle Rydstrom, Tove Westberg, Sandra
Jonsson, Ron Eyerman

Schedule

October 26, 13-16, G335
Bo Isenberg — Introduction to the course. Presentation and discussion: On concept
formation — ideal types (Weber, Gerhardt, Wirth, Calia, Stapley&O'Keeffe&Midgley)

October 27, 13-16, G335
Chares Demetriou — Presentation and discussion: On the ladder of abstraction and on
‘radicalization” (Sartori, Demetriou, della Porta)

October 29, 13-16, G335
Carl-Goran Heidegren — Presentation and discussion: On the history of concepts
(Koselleck, Richter)

October 30, 09-12, G335
Chares Demetriou — Presentation and discussion: On concepts and words (Williams,
Skinner) & sensitizing concepts (Blumer, Bowen).

November 2, 09-12, G335
Helle Rydstrom on Crisis and resilience (09.15), Tove Westberg on Community/Shame
(10.45)
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November 3, 09-12, G335
Sandra Jonsson on Adverse social behavior (09.15), Ron Eyerman on Cultural trauma
(10.45)

November 9, 09-12 & 13-17, G335
PhD student presentations, 45 min each

November 10, 09-12 & 13-17, G335
PhD students presentations, 45 min each

February 8
Deadline for submitting research paper

February 17, 09-17, G335
Paper seminar with discussants

February 18, 09-17, G335
Paper seminar with discussants

Participants are expected to be present on campus — no Zoom (etc) option!

Participants are expected to be present at all sessions!

Registration/Application
By email to charalambos.demetriou@soc.lu.se or bo.isenberg@soc.lu.se

Deadline for application
August 28, 2026

Course requirements

— Active participation in the scheduled meetings.

— Seminar presentation of concepts.

— A research paper, 6000-8000 words, submitted on time.

Admission requirements
— Must be accepted to a PhD programme. Students from the Department of Sociology at
Lund University have priority.

Course paper
The approximate length of the essay should be 6000-8000 words. Deadline for submission

of paper: February 8, 2027. Please send papers to bo.isenberg@soc.lu.se *and*
charalambos.demetriou@soc.lu.se
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Grading
— Pass or Fail, assessment based on participation and paper.

Participants

Mikaela Linell
mikaela.linell@soc.lu.se
Dept of Sociology, Lund University

Helena Andersen
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
helena.andersen@soc.lu.se

Jesse Wiles
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
jesse.wiles@soc.lu.se

Felicia Hedetoft
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
felicia.hedetoft@soc.lu.se

Daniel Bolander Blomberg
Dept of Education, Uppsala University
daniel.bolander_blomberg@edu.uu.se

Jonathan Madeland
Department of Social Studies, Linnaeus University
jonathan.madeland@lInu.se

Jesse Wasson
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
jesse.wasson@soc.lu.se

Xochitl Husted
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
xochitl.husted@soc.lu.se

Tove Klasson
Dept of Sociology, Stockholm University
tove.klasson@sociology.su.se

Alice Al Maleh
Dept of Sociology, Lund University
alice.al_maleh@soc.lu.se

Mandatory readings



— Herbert Blumer, “What Is Wrong with Social Theory”, in Symbolic Interactionism:
Perspective and Method, University of California Press, 1996, pp. 140-152.

— Glenn A. Bowen, “Grounded Theory and Sensitizing Concepts”, International Journal of
Qualitative Methods5(3), 2006, pp. 12-23.

— Raffaella Monia Calia, “The Mission of Life: Max Weber on Rationalization, Ideal Type
and Power.” International Review of Sociology 35 (2), 2025, pp. 412-432,
https://doi.org/10.1080/03906701.2025.2496984

— Della Porta, Donatella. 2008. “Comparative analysis: case-oriented versus variable-
oriented research,” in Donatella Della Porta and Micheal Keating (eds), Approaches and
Methodologies in the Social Sciences: A Pluralist Perspective. Cambridge University Press.
— Chares Demetriou, “Charles Tilly and Relational Sociology”, in The Palgrave Handbook
of Relational Sociology, ed. Francois Depelteau. Palgrave Handbooks, 2018, pp. 307-324.
— Uta Gerhardt, “The Use of Weberian Ideal-Type Methodology in Qualitative Data
Interpretation: An Outline for Ideal-Type Analysis.” Bulletin of Sociological
Methodology/Bulletin de Méthodologie Sociologique 45 (1), 1994: 74-126,
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24311610.pdf

— Reinhart Koselleck, "Begriffsgeschichte and Social History”, in Futures Past: On the
Semantics of Historical Time, Columbia UP, pp. 75-92.

— Giovanni Sartori, “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics”, The American
Political Science Review, Vol. 64, No. 4 (Dec, 1970), pp. 1033-1053.

— Melvin Richter, "Appreciating a Contemporary Classic. The Geschichtliche
Grundbegriffe and Future Scholarship”, in Finnish Yearbook of Political Thought (Vol 1,
1997), pp. 25-38.

— Quentin Skinner, “Language and Social Change”, in Meaning and Context. Quentin
Skinner and his Critics, ed. James Tully, Polity Press, 1988, pp. 119-132.

— Emily Stapley, Sally O'Keeffe & Nick Midgley, “Developing Typologies in Qualitative
Research: The Use of Ideal-Type Analysis.” International Journal of Qualitative Methods
21, 2022, https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069221100633

— Max Weber, "Objectivity in Social Science and Social Policy”, in Weber, Max,
Methodology of the Social Sciences. New York: Routledge, 2011, 64pp. (or elsewhere).

— Raymond Williams, “Culture”, in Key Words: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society,
Glasgow: Fontana, 1976, pp. 76-82.

— Louis Wirth, "The Sociology of Ferdinand Tonnies”, American Journal of Sociology, Vol.
32, No. 3 (Nov., 1926), pp. 412-422, https://www.jstor.org/stable/2765542

Additional readings
Readings in relation to the specific concept under investigation are decided by the student
and are expected to be in the range 300-500 pages.
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